I. Introduction
On 13 September 2006, the General Assembly decided to include in its agenda the item entitled The Rule of Law at the National and International Levels. The decision was taken without a vote and with broad support by Member States from all regions. There seemed nothing controversial about the proposition that the General Assembly was "uniquely positioned to […] promote universal adherence to the concept of the rule of law, in particular at the international level". This article intends to shed some light on the positions of United Nations Member States regarding the rule of law, with particular emphasis on the rule of law at the international level. It examines the General Assembly's work on this issue from the preparations for the 2005 World Summit to the present, as reflected in various debates, negotiations and resolutions. It outlines the extent to which Member States agree on the concept of the rule of law at the international level, and on measures to strengthen the role of the United Nations in this area. Finally, the authors submit some recommendations for the future work of the General Assembly under this agenda item, calling on Member States to focus on the opportunities rather than on the risks of a deeper engagement in rule of law issues.
II. Recent General Assembly Decisions regarding the Rule of Law

The World Summit Outcome Document
History has taught us that every successful system of nations requires a strong anchorage in international law for the achievement of the purPermanent Representatives of Liechtenstein and Mexico to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, Annex, para. 7.
